
LWV US Position on Public Participation, under Natural Resources. 
 
This is found on page 64 of the “League of Women Voters of the United State 2018-2020 Impact on 
Issues; A Guide to Public Policy Decisions” 
 
Statement of position as announced 1986-88: 
 
The League’s Position: The League believes that public understanding and cooperation are essential to 
the responsible and responsive management of our nation’s natural resources. The public has a right to 
know about pollution levels, dangers to health and the environment, and proposed resource management 
policies and options. The public has a right to participate in decision-making at each phase in the process 
and at each level of government involvement. Officials should make a special effort to develop readily 
understandable procedures for public involvement and to ensure that the public has adequate 
information to participate effectively. Public records should be readily accessible at all governmental 
levels. Adequate funding is needed to ensure opportunities for public education and effective public 
participation in all aspects of the decision-making process.  
 
The appropriate level of government should publicize, in an extensive and timely manner and in readily 
available sources, information about pollution levels, pollution abatement programs, and resource 
management policies and options. Hearings should be held in easily accessible locations, at convenient 
times and, when possible, in the area concerned. The hearing procedures and other opportunities for 
public comment should actively encourage citizen participation in decision-making.  
 
The League supports public education that provides a basic understanding of the environment and the 
social, economic, and environmental costs and benefits of environmental protection, pollution control, 
and conservation.  
 
Mechanisms for citizen appeal must be guaranteed, including access to the courts. Due process rights for 
the affected public and private parties must be assured. 
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